
Become a foster parent
Re: Aug. 18 article, “Child’s 

death exposes failings.”
The article regarding the 

tragic death of a toddler in 
foster care was heartbreaking. 
The article portrayed Child 
Protective Services as a broken 
system, which it is, but CPS 
is merely a broken patch on 
the dam that is overflowing 
with problems that were not 
addressed in this piece. The 
best place for a child to grow 
up is in a safe and loving 
family. Unfortunately, far too 
many families are not either of 
those things.

If more caring and qualified 
families would welcome foster 
children into their homes, 
then safe and loving options 
would be available so that 
homes like the one this little 
girl was placed in wouldn’t 
even be considered as options. 
There are people who become 
foster parents for the right rea-
sons: because they truly care 
about children and want to 
offer them a good home. You 
could be one of them and help 
a child in need.

Christy Rome
Austin

Cut back on mail
Six days a week and what 

do you get? Another bunch 
of ads and a few monthly 
debts. Delivery on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday would 
suffice, with charity requests, 
birthday cards, invites, condo-
lences and scheduled events 
notices included. The costs of 
vehicle gas and maintenance 
would be slashed and the vehi-
cles would last longer.

Jerry Garvin
jrygrv@msn.com

Austin

Is voter fraud real? 
Correct my logic, please. 

What do the desired new 
voting rights ID laws and 
hoped-for disqualifications 
show? Fraud is only a problem 
in Republican-led states — like 
Texas, right? It is only those 
GOP leaders in this and other 
states pushing for voter ID 
laws. If voter fraud was real, 
it would affect both parties, 
wouldn’t it? There must be 
tea party conservatives who 
would love to cast four or five 
ballots if they could. Not just 
liberal criminals, right? 

Yet this invisible, unde-
tected, rampant voter fraud 
is only in states with large 
minority voters, but still led 
by Republican governors and 
legislatures. I am confused, or 
maybe not.

Darrell Champeau
champeau.darrell@gmail.com

Cedar Park

Letter hit the mark 
Re: Aug. 10 letter to the 

editor, “Opponents of health 
care.”

I just wanted to send kudos 
to the writer of the letter. Well 
said!

Judy Goodman Wardlow
judywardlow13@gmail.com

Copperas Cove

In defense of satire
Re: Aug. 13 article, “Mis-

souri fair bans clown who 
mocked Obama.”

Am I the only one who sees 
the irony in an actual clown’s 
performance prompting real 
bipartisanship in governing? 
With people on the left and 
the right making sure to offer 
a quick, condemnatory state-
ment, one thing seems for-
gotten: a clown. What is a 
clown? Nothing more than a 
mocking, often exaggerated, 
performer. Then there is the 
fact that many previous presi-
dents have had to deal with 
the same public lambasting, as 
a byproduct of simple freedom 
of speech. I see nothing wrong 
with our president, nor do I 
oppose those who would lam-
poon or satirize the perceived 
agenda of anyone in office. All 
that I see now, however, is a 
number of people, desperately 
scrambling to save their back-
sides from a PR machine.

Robert Scott
Austin

Reader lauds coverage 
I’ve been an American-

Statesman reader since the 
early ’80s, and I’ve noticed 
that something has changed. 
There seems to be a more bal-
anced reporting of the news, 
with investigative reporting 
being used to make Austin a 
better place to live. Stories 
covering issues such as safety 
along East Riverside Drive, the 
selection of foster parents by 
Child Protective Services, and 
the inadequate monitoring 
of the safety of apartments, 
are holding people account-
able. It’s as if the American-
Statesman has asked their 
readers, “What do you want to 
read?”

Barry Bone
Rollingwood

‘Fockers’ water advice
Since we’re all thinking of 

ways to save water, or at least 
we should be, here’s an idea. 
Toilets are one of the biggest 
users of water in the home. 
Here’s a way to save water: 
Follow Dustin Hoffman’s line 
from the movie “Meet the 
Fockers”: “If it’s yellow, let it 

mellow; if it’s brown, flush it 
down.”

Bill Walters
whw914@aol.com

Cedar Park

Immigration bill flawed
Re: Aug. 6 commentary, 

“Senate’s immigration bill 
good for business.”

Tom Klein’s commentary 
was naive and logic-impaired, 
though perhaps just over-
zealous rationalization. It mer-
ited only the (screened) letters 
section. Maybe the Statesman 
deemed the flaws would be 
obvious to readers.

Although getting for-
eign tech workers and free-
spending travelers are desir-
able goals, it is ludicrous to 
fundamentally tie them to 
comprehensive immigra-
tion reform. They could be 
addressed by a concise bill, 
which might pass easily. They 
don’t justify the voluminous 
Senate bill, which merits all 
the scrutiny it is getting. 

Klein indicted our broken 
education system as a major 
barrier to his main goal but 
didn’t address this more direct 
cause. Ironically, the Senate 
bill, arguably, might prove bad 
for both business (e.g., making 
skilled people wary) and edu-
cation (making it harder to 
generate our own). But that’s 
for a political, vs. logical, 
forum.

Dallas Webster
Austin

Minority males’ college success lifts all

Invariably when there is 
a heinous crime resulting in 
death, I hear from readers and 
acquaintances who know my 
stand on capital punishment, 
and they tend to have one 
question:

“If anyone deserves the 
death penalty, don’t you think 
he (or she) does?”

That’s the query I got about 
the drug hoodlums who kid-
napped a teenage Arlington 
girl in the 1990s — because of 
something her older brother 
had reportedly done — took 
her to Arkansas, tortured her 
and then buried her alive.

I got the same question after 
the Oklahoma City bombing, 
numerous mass shootings and 
a host of child sexual assaults 
and murders.

And for almost four years 
now, it is the one thing I’ve 
been asked most regarding the 
shooting at Fort Hood in 2009 
that killed 13 and wounded 32.

Often I respond by saying 
that if anyone deserves the 
death penalty, the perpetrator 
of that crime does. But keep 
in mind I don’t think any-
body “deserves” to be exe-
cuted, because I don’t believe 
that any state or govern-
ment should be empowered 
to administer capital punish-
ment.

But when it comes to the 
Fort Hood rampage my argu-
ment goes beyond my opposi-
tion to the death penalty, as I 
see an execution as granting 
the wish of the gunman and 
playing into the hands of ter-
rorists around the world, per-
haps helping to recruit more 
extremists to their ranks.

Maj. Nidal Hasan, an 
Army psychiatrist, has been 
charged with those crimes 
and, in effect, has admitted 
to them. In his opening state-
ment for the trial this month, 
he declared, “The evidence 
will clearly show that I am the 
shooter.”

He was not permitted to 
plead guilty because this is a 
capital case seeking the death 
penalty. Ideally, it would be 
great if he had entered a plea — 
saving the expense and trauma 
of a trial — was given a life sen-
tence and was forgotten about.

Hasan, who was wounded 
and paralyzed when police 
responding to the shooting 
returned fire, has already 
made a mockery of the case by 
his insistence on representing 
himself, his refusal to shave 
his beard and his original pro-
posed defense of fighting to 
protect others, namely the Tal-
iban leadership in Afghanistan 
from U.S. soldiers about to be 
deployed to the war.

At one point leading up to 
the long-delayed trial, there 
was a fear that Hasan would 
cause undue pain for some of 
the victims by cross-examining 

them, or that he would break 
into long diatribes to articulate 
his extreme Islamic views.

But since the trial began 
Hasan has been basically 
quiet, causing the attorneys 
assigned to assist in his case to 
request lesser roles because 
they think he is working in 
concert with the prosecu-
tion in an effort to receive the 
death penalty.

As I’ve said all along, such a 
sentence, if carried out, would 
make him a martyr, a hero to 
anti-American extremists. He 
could become a poster boy 
for terrorist recruiters who 
would use his deadly deeds as 
an example of something to 
model.

It therefore did not sur-
prise me when I read The New 
York Times account of state-
ments Hasan gave to mental 
health experts a year after 
the shooting. He told that 
panel that he wanted to be 
killed in the attack to achieve 
martyrdom, the newspaper 
reported.

“However,” he said, “if 
I died by lethal injection I 
would still be a martyr.”

Make no mistake, I don’t 
want to see this man executed 
if found guilty, as I make no 
exceptions to opposing the 
death penalty — not for Tim-
othy McVeigh, Saddam Hus-
sein or John Allen Muhammad.

But the last thing this 
country needs, and certainly 
the one thing I would think 
the victims and victims’ fami-
lies would not want, is for 
the person who afflicted so 
much pain and destruction 
to somehow receive honor in 
death.

bobray@star-telegram.com. 

BoB Gorrell Creators syndiCate

Some of Texas’ major public educa-
tion institutions — including school dis-
tricts, community colleges and public 
universities — rightly are joining forces 
to combat lagging college completion 
rates for African-American and Latino 
males. Their success in improving col-
lege completion rates for those student 
groups is the right thing to do for moral 
reasons, but it’s also the smart thing to 
do for economic ones.

As the state continues a demo-
graphic shift lead by a fast-growing 
Hispanic population, graduating more 
minority students becomes even more 
crucial to Texas’ financial health. 
That kind of effort is sorely lacking in 
Texas, where nearly two of three of the 
state’s 5 million public school students 
are minority. The state no longer can 
afford to paper over those challenges — 
not without putting its own prosperity 
at risk in the future.

The newly formed Texas Educa-
tion Consortium for Male Students of 
Color, based at the University of Texas’ 
Division of Diversity and Community 
Engagement, rightly recognizes that 
the effort to improve higher educa-
tion for minority males needs to be 
addressed at every level, from public 
schools to college. To that point, 15 part-
ners, including the Austin school dis-
trict, along with the University of Texas, 
Texas A&M University, Texas State Uni-
versity and Austin Community College, 
are participating in the consortium.

A report commissioned last year by 
the Houston Endowment illuminated 
the challenges ahead. The report, 
which tracked all eighth-graders in 
Texas public schools, found that 23.9 
percent of females and 16.1 percent of 
males went on to earn a postsecondary 
degree or certificate within six years 
of their expected high school gradua-
tion date. But black and Hispanic males 
lagged behind. They fared the worst of 
all student groups, with 7.7 of African-
American males and 8.9 percent of 
Hispanic males earning postsecondary 
degrees during that same period. To 
address that gap, members of the con-
sortium would operate or plan pro-
grams focused on minority males. 
Research shows that family back-
ground — the level of a parent’s edu-
cation and family income — influence 
a student’s educational achievement. 
Other factors that affect student perfor-
mance include the rigor of middle and 

high schools, quality of teachers and 
parental involvement.

But there are other challenges 
the consortium should consider in 
addressing the things that detract 
from the academic success of minority 
males. One major concern comes 
in another recent study regarding 
school discipline, which showed that 
a majority of Texas students — particu-
larly black and Hispanic boys — were 
being disciplined more than other 
students. The report, which tracked 
about a million students over a six-
year period, showed that a stunning 
60 percent of middle and high school 
students in Texas public schools were 
removed from the classroom for disci-
plinary reasons. As we noted in a July 
2012 editorial, most of those students 
were suspended at least four times 
during grades seven to 12 in a pattern 
that carried lifetime consequences for 
students. And it was black and Hispanic 
males who were most affected.

The study by the Council of State 
Governments Justice Center and the 
Public Policy Research Institute at 
Texas A&M University, found that 83 
percent of black males who had at 
least one discretionary violation; 74 
percent were Hispanic males. Black 
females also were adversely affected 
with 70 percent having at least one 
discretionary violation. Suspensions, 
according to the study, were being 
done mostly for minor infractions, 

such as being tardy for class, skipping 
school or violating dress codes — and 
not for conduct for which state law 
mandates suspensions and expulsions.

It’s a fact that students who aren’t in 
class miss valuable learning time and 
often never catch up. So it should sur-
prise no one that only 40 percent of 
students disciplined 11 times or more 
graduated from high school during the 
study period, and 31 percent of stu-
dents disciplined one or more times 
repeated their grade at least once. That 
situation is not only detracting from 
college completion by minority males 
but also contributing to the state’s 
prison population and welfare rolls. 
Instead of expanding the tax base, it’s 
dragging it down.

If the consortium wants to grad-
uate more minority males from col-
lege, it will have to graduate more of 
them from high school. And that means 
reviewing and revising disciplinary pol-
icies that remove students from school 
for nonsensical reasons. Certainly dis-
ruptive students or those who break 
minor rules should be held account-
able, but that can and should be 
done in ways that don’t affect student 
learning or leave lifetime scars.

The challenges ahead in those areas 
are big but not insurmountable. We 
applaud the consortium for taking 
steps to improve college completion 
rates for minority males. If it succeeds, 
that will be a win for all of us.
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Graduating more 
minority males means 
reviewing and revising 
disciplinary policies that 
remove students from 
school for nonsensical 
reasons.

Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, the Army 
psychiatrist charged in a mass 
shooting, has been mostly quiet 
in court. BrigiTTe WooSley / reUTerS

Hasan told mental 
health experts he 
wanted to be killed 
in the attack to 
achieve martyrdom.




